
 

Here's an update on the 2015 harvest.  
  

    

 

Harvest 2015: November  
Harvest is going well in unseasonal cool conditions.  

We have only had 10-11 inches of growing season 

rain, so average crops are down but we’re pleased 

with our progress.  Normally we plan to harvest all 

our barley before the lentils are ripe.  Unfortunately, 

the cooler weather meant that after harvesting two 

paddocks of barley we had to move on to the lentils. 

Lentils are very challenging to harvest so we had a 

tough few weeks getting them done.  As a result of 

the dry finish combined with high winds, the yields 

were highly variable in quality and quantity. We also 

had a few issues with high screening (small lentils) 

in some paddocks with levels of 2% to 18% in the 

same paddock. 

 

Two severe weather systems crossed South 

Australia in early November, resulting in huge 

thunderstorms. Luckily, we missed the second front 

and Port Victoria received 55mm of rain; Maitland 

35mm; and Ardrossan 20mm. We still had a few 

 

 

Lentil harvesting 

 

 

Macdon flex fronts are 

useful when harvesting 

lentils 



blocks of lentils to harvest which we were able to do 

with no weather damage.  

 

Due to concerns we had about the wheat 

germinating in the head and the windrowed barley 

growing to the ground, we decided to split up the 

headers.  One machine stayed in Maitland to 

harvest our barley seed and we sent two headers to 

Point Pearce.  We are much more comfortable now 

as we have finished the crop at Point Pearce and all 

of our seed is reaped, plus it’s good quality.  

 

We are now harvesting at Price.  All the grain is 

good quality with no weather damage. We are on 

the home run and will be heading inland to Maitland 

to finish in a few weeks.  

 

So far we have been really happy with the crop.  We 

are around 30% down on the growing season and 

crop yields are down compared to our long-term 

average.  It's been a real testament to our farming 

system to produce what we have on as little as 10-

11 inches of growing season rain.  Harvest is 

certainly a huge team effort and we thank the 

massive effort from our staff and contractors. 

 

We’ve even found time for two sets of important 

visitors: from Point Peace and China.  We always 

enjoy hosting the staff and students from the Point 

Pearce School – plenty of smiles all around! 

 

 

We enjoyed showing three COSCO 

representatives, visiting from China, around our 

operations. COSCO imports around 500,000 tonnes 

of Australian malting barley. They took samples of 

our Compass and IGB 1334 barley. 

 

 

Severe weather system 

 

 

Harvesting Grenade wheat 

 

 

Windrowed Hindmarsh 

barley at Maitland 

 

 

Crop yields are down on 

average 

 

 

Happy students from Point 

Pearce School 



 

 

  

 

Don't forget 

 

Our Facebook page has regular updates of our 

progress during harvest.  Don’t forget to click on the 

Facebook icon and like the page to receive more 

regular updates. 
  

 

 

Ben with Kai, Tao and Lei 

from COSCO 

 

  

    

 

https://www.facebook.com/annabinna/

