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December 2017 – News & Updates 

Harvest slows to a crawl

The harvest was progressing really well and we
managed to get all the lentils off without any weather
damage. During harvest, the lentil price fell to $420
per tonne (nearly half last year's price).  This is due to
strong global supply, particularly from Canada. We
have filled our grain shed with lentils and plan to hold
some of them until the price recovers to more
profitable levels. 

With rain coming, we pushed on and harvested all
our wheat and barley seed in case it sprouted. We’ve
now had two consecutive weather events that have
delivered around 30 mm of rain. We have only
worked for eight days in the past three weeks, which
has been very frustrating. The wheat still seems to be
good quality, but the test weight of the wheat has
dropped significantly. The biggest fear is that the
wheat will germinate in the head, which takes the
price down to around $50 a tonne (down to feed
grade). We should be able to get the crop off in about
10 days, so hopefully we can avoid this. 

 

Filling up silo bags with
some high protein H2 wheat

before a weather event

 

Derek & Geoff delivering
wheat at Port Giles
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The recent rains have also germinated a lot of
summer weeds, so Marco has already made a start
on our summer weed control program. 

A great visit 

We always love to welcome visitors. Jami (seen in
photo at right) came with his family all the way from
Mount Gambier to visit us and spend a weekend with
the harvest crew. It was great to have some extra
drivers, too. 

Thanks to our team 

We are very fortunate to have a great team. During
the harvest, we provide an evening meal for all our
staff. We've struggled to source healthy options, so
this year we've been using local caterers Martha’s
Market Kitchen, which has been very popular, offering
healthy home-cooked meals in the paddock every
night. 

Happy Holidays 

As we approach the end of 2017, we are thankful for
your support and for your trust in our work. We wish
you and your loved ones a happy holiday season.  

Regards, 
Ben Wundersitz 
 

Trucks running into the
evening at Ardrossan

 

Jami visits our crew

 

Tea time, thanks to Martha's
Market Kitchen
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