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November 2017 – Harvest Update

Harvest 2017 is go!

We kicked off our harvest program windrowing some
barley a few weeks ago. This year, the barley crop is
shorter and thinner due to the lower rainfall during the
growing season. Some of our barley will be left
standing as it's unlikely to lose the heads in the wind.
Our aim was to harvest most of the barley before the
lentils were ripe; however, the cool showery weather
didn't allow this, so it's on to the lentil crop. 

The lentils are always a challenge to harvest, and this
year, the crop is really short with many pods close to
the ground. We've fitted the Duck Foot (see photo) to
the reel on the Macdons to make them feed in better
and this has improved the amount of lentils we are
getting into the machines. 

Unfortunately, the lentil crop was belted by two
massive wind events along with isolated hail storms,
which has seen a lot of lentil pods shaken onto the
ground. There have been reports locally of up to 60%
losses in the early-sown crop, with less damage in
the later areas where the crop is still quite green. The
shorter lentil crops don't thatch together and lean
over like the traditional taller lentil crops. This makes
the plants more prone to shaking in the wind and
shedding the pods. 

 

This year we cut the barley
at 30 degrees from the

direction of sowing so it sits
up on the stubble better

The Duck Foot helps with
the shorter lentil crops

The shorter lentils can shake
in the wind & shed the pods

http://mailchi.mp/461534582ca7/july-update-from-anna-binna-2477465?e=[UNIQID]


  
This year, we have fitted a Seed Terminator unit to
one of the new Hollands. This machine fits under the
rear of the harvester and collects the chaff from the
crop, which can contain some weed seeds. The unit
has two rotary mills that destroy the weed seeds and
spread the residue back over the paddock. It's
exciting technology that will provide mechanical
control of weeds, which should reduce some of our
reliance on herbicides to control weeds and make our
production system more sustainable in the future. 

Thanks to our team 

We've got a great crew on staff for the harvest and
everyone is working well together to get the crop off
in good time. There's some warm weather on the way
which will be nice to increase our current work rate.  

As always, we thank you for your support throughout
the season. 

Regards, 
Ben Wundersitz 
 

The Seed Terminator unit

Derek starting to fill the grain
shed with lentils

Time for tea. Thanks to our
staff for their great

commitment!
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