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October 2017 – News from the Paddock 
 
This year, the weather forecast was set for a challenging
season and it has certainly delivered. During seeding, we
endured the driest start to the season in 30 years with the
opening rains finally arriving at the end of June. By then,
most of the crops were severely stressed with some
crops near the coast nearly dead. It was a testament to
our farming system to get most of the crop up and
growing on as little as 8 mm (25 points) of rain. 

Overall, we have had good winter rainfall across most of
the peninsula, but the weather systems have been highly
changeable with huge variances in rainfall totals across
all of the properties. Ardrossan has been wet all year and
Maitland received above average rainfall with seven
inches of rain falling in seven weeks, which resulted in
some areas being waterlogged. The rainfall at Port
Victoria and at Price continues to be well below average
and although the crops have recovered, they were
severely yield-limited after such a dry start. It’s been
reasonably cool, which has helped to get the best out of
the rainfall as the crops are all around three weeks
behind on their traditional growth stage. We have
received about 50% of the average rainfall for
September. 

The mice numbers are still high in the coastal areas and
they have been causing some damage in our cereal
crops. We were forced to apply mice bait to all of the
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wheat and barley at Port Victoria and Price. Baiting in the
spring is often not effective, so we added icing sugar to
the mice bait to make it more palatable than the crop,
which we are confident has led to better control.  

As the soil moisture levels have been increasing, we
have been continually applying more nitrogen fertiliser to
our cereal crops so they reach their full potential. All of
the weed control is now finished and the crops have
received a preventative fungicide to ensure they stay
healthy until harvest. 

New Technology 

We are always looking to increase the long-term
sustainability of our cropping system. In his study at
Adelaide University, Nick Berry developed a mill unit that
integrates into the rear of the harvester to destroy weeds.
The Seed Terminator runs two mills, catching the weed
seeds and destroying them. Traditionally, the harvester
would spread these weed seeds back over the paddock,
which would then need to be controlled in the following
crop. This new unit should reduce the use of herbicides
within our cropping rotation. Herbicide resistance is an
ongoing concern in our industry and this unit will deliver
mechanical control of problem weeds, which will reduce
the reliance on herbicides. In the coastal areas where dry
sowing is more common, our pre-emergent herbicides
can come under a lot of pressure, so this will be a
valuable tool. We're excited that Anna Binna has been
selected to operate one of the pre-production Seed
Terminator units on a New Holland header for this
harvest. 

Congratulations, Greg! 

Greg Wanganeen has been employed with us on a
seasonal basis for six years. He started driving a chaser
bin in 2010 and he has increased his operator skills,
driving both the flat steel rollers and the water truck. He
gained his semi licence in 2015 and drove during the
harvest period. Greg has now gained a full-time position
with Edgar's Transport, based in Kadina. Greg is
operating a Freightliner prime mover and a side tipper,
carting road base from the Kara mine at Kulpara to road
works all over the peninsula. Congratulations, Greg – we
wish you all the best for the future. 

Our Commodities 
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We are constantly studying the global markets of our
major inputs and for the grain we produce. With lentils at
solid prices, the area sown globally last year increased
by around 30%. Both Canada and Australia had massive
lentil crops, which has flooded the traditional markets in
Bangladesh, India and Turkey. New season lentils have
dropped by 25% back to $500, and this price is likely to
drop further as the Canadian harvest is just starting.
Wheat has been at ten-year low values of around $235
for the past two years, with large global stocks and strong
production continuing to provide plenty of supply.
Although most of the South Australian wheat crop is
normally exported, the dry conditions in WA and QLD
have led to a $50 short-term increase in the market as
traders look to purchase wheat from SA for domestic use
on the east coast. However, this premium won’t last long.
We still have concerns around this year's production, so
we have only made limited forward sales. We will look to
make some more sales as we get a handle on our
production in the next month. 

Currently, fertiliser and fuel are at lower pricing levels in
the cycle, which reduces our production costs and
certainly helps while our grain prices are at lower levels. 

Hay & Harvest 

We will begin cutting some oaten hay at Price this week.
Oaten hay is used in conjunction with lentils to reduce
weed seed banks. The export oaten hay industry can be
quite tough to achieve the exact quality. We are fortunate
to have a good relationship with a local carrier who
supplies hay for domestic use in the Northern Territory.
The new high density six string balers can press 30%
more weight in an 8 x 4 x 3 bale. With as much as 800
kgs of hay per bale, we are able to get the full weight on
a road train, which provides more cost effective cattle
feed for the end user. 

Harvest is still a few weeks away and we are just
finishing off the last of the maintenance in the workshop.
It’s very tough to predict how the crop is going to yield,
but overall we are very thankful for the rain we have
received. In South Australia, the central Eyre Peninsula is
in a severe drought and the upper north is also very dry.
The mid north is tracking near average in most areas and
the southeast along with southern Yorke Peninsula are
likely to have a bin-buster. Overall, it's very much a mixed
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bag. I’m hoping our harvest might come in just below
average, which will be an amazing result from a tough
season. 

As always, we thank you for your support. 
  
Regards, 
Ben Wundersitz 
 

Marco & Danny Luciani
treating wheat with fungicide
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