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April/May Update 
 
Seeding kicks off 
 
We kicked off seeding on the 17th April in very dry
conditions. Port Victoria had only received just over 1
inch of rain for the year, which is well under half of the
average rainfall for the year. We baited all of the Point
Pearce farm for mice in March and again for snails in
early April. So far, our night shift driver,Tim, hasn’t
seen many mice, so we are confident we have them
under control. We have been running the seeder
continuously for the last three weeks with only a few
shifts off for maintenance. We have finished sowing
the Point Pearce farm and have moved over to the
east coast of the peninsula. We have also baited all
of these paddocks after the seeder has been through
to ensure the seed doesn’t get eaten before the
opening rain. 
 
With dry seeding, there is always a risk that the crop
could germinate and potentially die before follow-up
rains arrive.  This year, we have no subsoil moisture,
so the crop will need all of the growing season rainfall
to give us the best possible chance of producing a
profitable outcome. Thankfully, we have just received

 
 
 
 

Dry seeding at Point Pearce,
tough going & dusty

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Finally after 300 hours
sowing we received 10 to
22mm of rain 
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20 mm of rain, which has been great. This should get
the crop germinated and out of the ground. The
tractor has clocked up 400 engine hours and we have
sown just over 10,000 acres in three weeks. This
year, we are running the seeder with four drivers to
try and keep the shifts under 11 hours. Danny and
Tim are doing the majority of the driving with Woody
and Simon helping out. This enables everyone to get
some time off for sporting and family commitments.  
 
New mice control strategies working well   
 
Since the introduction of our low disturbance sowing
system in 2001 we have experienced ongoing
problems with mice, particularly in the coastal areas
where it doesn't tend to get as cold in the winter. This
year we speed-tilled a paddock at the Point Pearce
farm to break up the holes and to bury any grain left
from harvest. We followed up with an application of
mice bait and we have been very happy with the
results. Whilst this was a last resort as it dries out the
paddock and we lose some of our valuable stubble
cover, we will only use this technique in the future if
we have excessive grain loss due to a wind event or
a hail storm. 
 
We have also been working with a local bait
manufacturer to make the mice bait more attractive
and palatable, to get better control. Traditionally, the
bait was zinc phosphide (light grey) which was mixed
with canola oil and then applied to seeds of wheat.
The product had quite a strong smell and didn't
appear to be very attractive to the mice. This year we
have used wheat that has been put through the
malting process at a brewery. The grain smells and
tastes a bit like ovaltine. This year the bait station is
using peanut oil to stick the zinc phosphide to the
wheat and the product appears to be much more
effective in controlling mice. Last year we applied up
to five applications of bait and still had significant
damage at harvest. We are hoping to reduce the mice
numbers with fewer applications this season.  
 
The Reefinator delivers pleasing results  
 
You may recall from our last newsletter we ran a
Reefinator over approximately 500 acres of stony
country in March. We are pleased to note that there
are virtually no stones coming up in these areas now
post-seeding. Traditionally, we would slow the seeder

 
 
 
 
 

Evening shift change &
loading with seed & fertiliser

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Spartucus barley emerging
near Port Victoria  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Simon & Warrick (Wazza)
loading mice bait in the

spreader 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


