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Harvest update

Our harvest operations kicked off with windrowing
some barley in early October. Our annual rainfall has
been the lowest on record at most of the properties
we farm. This ranges from 160 mm in coastal areas
through to 240 mm on our home property at Maitland.
This in turn increases the risk of frost damage and we
have pockets of frost through most of our crops.

We have been windrowing the taller areas of our
barley crop and leaving others where there isn't
enough bulk to make a row. We commenced
harvesting barley four weeks ago and the crop yields
and grain quality were good.

The lentils are more moisture-sensitive and they have
struggled near the coast. In drier conditions, the lentil
crops don't canopy over, which leaves the individual
plants more exposed to shaking the pods off in strong
winds. Unfortunately, we've had a couple of shocking
northerly winds which have reduced the crop yields
significantly. Thankfully, we have finished harvesting
all of the lentils with some better crops inland bringing
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up the average yield.

We’ve made a good start on the wheat crop and so
far, the yields have been pretty disappointing. The
quality has been very good but the combination of
low rainfall and significant frost damage has taken its
toll. The frost is much harder to predict as we
generally expect damage in some of the lower areas
in the paddock. This year it’s gone a lot further than
we expected. We will push on further inland over the
next week and hopefully the crop will improve.

The Seed Terminator

As you may recall, we have fitted a Seed Terminator
unit to one of the Claas machines. This unit has two
rotating mills that are fitted underneath the rear of the
machine. The unit collects the chaff and will destroy
up to 98% of the weed seeds instead of spreading
them back over the paddock. The heavier straw still
goes through the chopper and is spread as a mulch
layer back over the paddock. Our aim is to reduce our
reliance on herbicides to control weeds and this is
another step towards making our cropping systems
more sustainable. So far, the unit has been
performing well with little impact on the productivity of
the machine. This machine will continue harvesting
windrowed barley for the remainder of harvest as it is
a good opportunity to maximise the benefits of the
mechanical weed control.

Staffing

In early November, Tom Polgreen married his long-
term partner, Shelley. They enjoyed a garden
wedding on a farm near Arthurton and then had a
restful week on their honeymoon at Palm Cove. Tom
is a terrific lad and I’m sure he and Shelley will have a
long and happy marriage together.

Unfortunately, one of our harvest casuals, Keith
(Woody) Edwards, had a fall into one of the Cestari
chaser bins. He managed to climb out while our
headers were scrambling all over the paddock to offer
assistance.  We persuaded him to go to the Maitland
hospital and he was discharged a few hours later with
a likelihood of bruised or broken ribs. A few days later
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an X-ray confirmed three cracked ribs. Thankfully,
after two weeks, Woody is back on deck doing light
duties, helping out escorting machinery between
properties. Our staff members are like family to us, so
we are really pleased he is on the mend and will
make a full recovery.

2019 season – smashing the records
 
Although it has been a really tough season, it is still
an amazing result to produce any crop at all on so
little rainfall. We have been tracking the rainfall data
all year and studying the historic water use efficiency
models that predict the grain yield based on the
rainfall. It's unfathomable what we have achieved this
season, with the frost damage being the only real
disappointment. Our agronomist Sam Holmes and I
have regular discussions on where the season is
going and we’ve had to challenge our usual 'gut
feel' decisions because it's been 20% drier than any
season on record. We will have a debrief after
harvest, but so far, we’ve managed it pretty well.

As always, thanks for your ongoing support of Anna
Binna.

Regards,
Ben Wundersitz
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