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Harvest is done and dusted

We finished the last of the harvesting two weeks ago.
This is certainly the earliest we’ve finished harvest in
recent times. 2019 has been the lowest rainfall
season on record in most areas on the Yorke
Peninsula. Our standout crop for the season was our
barley, which grew 12.5 kilograms of grain for every
millimetre of rain. The inland lentil crops yielded
better than we had expected. Unfortunately, the
wheat crop overall was very disappointing as lower
rainfall areas yielded a lot less than we had expected
and the inland crops had significant areas of frost
damage. The wheat produced 8 kilograms per
millimetre of annual rainfall and the lentils were
around 4. These figures are amazing, which
highlights how our grain production systems have
developed to be highly efficient to adapt to the
variability in our weather patterns. Traditionally, we
would have struggled to get our seed back in a large
percentage of our program. This is from a
combination of full stubble retention and a reduced
tillage sowing system, better summer weed control,
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earlier sowing and a more strategic approach to
fertiliser applications. The new crop varieties are also
bred to not only produce more yield, but also to retain
their grain quality across a wider range of seasons.

Update on our harvest staff team

Keith (Woody)  Edwards has made a full recovery
after injuring his ribs from falling into a Cestari chaser
bin. Brodie Skinner joined us earlier this year and will
stay on next year to complete his Certificate Three in
rural operations. Brodie took over operating a Cestari
chaser bin after Keith’s accident and did a great job
of keeping the wheels turning. Geoff and Warrick
(Wazza) are both from Port Vincent and they joined
us again to drive the trucks for harvest.  As it was a
low tonnage harvest, the Port Vincent Bowls Club
members were pleased as they were still available to
play bowls on the odd Saturday. Tom Polgreen has
just completed his first twelve months with us and he
is becoming an accomplished operator. Tom is a
mechanic by trade but unfortunately we don’t get
much time to use his skill as he is always busy driving
machinery. This year he drove one of the Western
Star road trains.  The Luciani brothers, Marco and
Danny, have now been with us for twenty-one years.
Marco is our most experienced operator on staff and
he drove one of the Claas headers. He has a wealth
of knowledge and he oversees the day-to-day
maintenance of the Class machines. Danny drove a
Cestari chaser bin and he oversees all of the
paddock logistics with shifting chassis bins and
organising the truck drivers. Simon May is our
Operations Manager; he controls day-to-day harvest
logistics and organises the staff. He even gets some
time in a Claas header.

We are fortunate to have a great team who all put in
when required to get the job done. We have a local
caterer, Martha’s Market Kitchen, supply our harvest
meals, which certainly gives everyone a welcome
boost every evening with a hearty home cooked meal
in the paddock.

The Seed Terminator

Overall, we were very happy with the performance of
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the seed terminator unit fitted to one of the Claas
machines.  The Seed Terminator unit destroys the
weed seeds that enter the machine. The best results
for catching weed seeds are when harvesting lentils
and windrowed barley as they are harvested early in
the program before the weeds die and move further
down in the crops' canopy or shed their seeds.
Generally, in a wheat crop a lot of the weeds
(particularly ryegrass) tend to fall down and go under
the cutter bar on the machine. With this in mind, we
ran the machine with the Seed Terminator on barley
and lentils for the entire harvest to maximise the
benefit of the unit. If the harvest looks good next year
and our cashflow permits, we will look to fit up all of
the machines. We are always looking to make our
production system more sustainable.

Drought conditions and fodder

In these drier seasons, there is always a strong
demand for fodder and the prices for hay and straw
increase significantly. You will notice many farmers
baling hay and straw as this can provide extra income
in tough seasons. Although the extra income would
be great, we choose to keep all of our crop residue.
Ultimately, all of our crop residue goes back into the
soil, which breaks down and increases the fertility of
the soil for the future.  The straw helps to maintain
the potassium and phosphorus levels in the soil. It
also increases the porosity and the earthworm
activity. We are very comfortable choosing to remove
only the grain and returning all the crop residue back
to increase our long-term soil heath and fertility. After
two very dry seasons, we will look to reduce the area
sown to wheat and we will sow more barley as we are
looking to increase the amount of stubble cover on
our paddocks, particularly in the lower rainfall coastal
areas. Barley tends not to be quite as profitable as
wheat, but it is more salt tolerant and provides more
stubble, which gives benefits for the future.

Lentils already on the move

The lentil market has spiked a little in the last few
weeks with some increased demand for lentils to be
delivered before the Ramadan period in April. We
started delivering to Semaphore Containers with one

The Seed Terminator
destroying weed seeds

in lentils

 

Marco and Tim mowing off
some wheat at the

Kleemanns' near Maitland

 



road train whilst still harvesting. Tom and Danny are
heading to Semaphore this week, delivering two
loads a day. We should have the lentil shed empty by
the end of the week.

Two serious bushfires on the Yorke Peninsula

On Thursday the 24th of November, we had a
catastrophic fire day forecast for the Yorke Peninsula.
This indicated the FDI – or fire danger index – is likely
to exceed 100 and a fire is likely to be uncontrollable.
We generally only get one catastrophic day every few
years. We had spent extra time during the days
before to ensure the yards were mowed down, the
firebreaks freshened up and all of our fire trucks and
staff members were prepared if we had a fire locally.
We stopped harvesting at midnight and all of our
machines were taken to the areas of open gravel
yards or put in the shed. All of the fire trucks were
taken to our home property with the fireproof clothing
and all safety gear prepared. In the last few years, we
have done a full assessment of all properties and we
have installed a fire pump hose reel and sprinkler
system at Anna Binna. We also have a four-inch
diesel pump for loading fire trucks from a 250,000
litre rainwater tank. This year we purchased another
large capacity fire truck. It’s an ex-government six-
wheel-drive RFW fire truck, which came from SA
Forestry.  It carries 12000 litres of water and is fitted
with a high capacity diesel pump.  They had labelled
it "The Beast” and that sums it up pretty well.
Although it's twenty-five years old, it’s probably the
toughest high-capacity fire truck ever built. 

At 3pm, a fire started five kilometres northwest of
Price. We attended with our two larger fire trucks and
left a staff member at home with our older truck. We
were told to go straight to the township of Price to
protect human life and save assets. The conditions
were horrendous with the temperature at 42C and
winds of 70 kph. After about two hours, the fire
seemed under control with no houses lost. After
replacing a staked tyre on one unit, the fire relit and
pushed further into the township of Price. It was a
great community effort led by the CFS and thankfully,
no houses were lost and no one was seriously
injured. Only ten hectares of land that we farm were
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affected and we had a staff member patrolling for the
next two weeks, putting out any smouldering trees
and preventing any flare-ups. The Yorketown fire was
much larger, where 5000 hectares were burnt, eleven
houses destroyed and lots of stock lost and
machinery burnt. That blaze simply burnt to the sea
and then relit with a southwesterly change, which
pushed it to the township of Edithburgh in the early
hours of Friday morning. The fire danger index
reached up to 310 during the day. To give you some
perspective, our harvest code of practice has all
paddock operations cease at 35.  We are continuing
to support those landowners affected by the fires and
I am involved in the bushfire recovery committee
instigated by the state government to oversee the
recovery.

John Wundersitz missed his second harvest in 66
years

Unfortunately, John didn’t get to participate in the
harvest this year. He and Verity have been staying in
Adelaide while John has been having treatment for
the last six weeks. They will finish the treatment next
week and they are looking forward to getting home to
Port Vincent. The only other time John missed the
harvest was in 1987, when he fell off the header onto
the cement floor and shattered his heel. We are all
looking forward to having them home for Christmas.

We wish all of you a delightful holiday season, a
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. We are
thankful for the opportunity to work with you and look
forward to another year of working together in 2020.

Regards,
Ben Wundersitz
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